


our years of hope and hard

work are about to pay of for

members of Delaware’s New
Horizons Cooperative. The group
of displaced manufactured housing
park residents — comprised mostly
of people from Mexico and Central
America who work in the poultry
plants of Sussex County — will
soon reunite in a new and, more
importantly, secure community.

New Horizons formed in 2003 by in
response to an unfair eviction notice.
The owner of the land on which
these residents lived claimed he

was changing the use of the property
and that it would no longer be for
manufactured housing. The
residents knew otherwise: “The real
reason this happened was because
we had complained to the state
about the illegal cesspools the owner
had dug, which were overfowing
and covering the property with
standing pools of waste water,”
recounts Rene Arauz, New Horizons
President. “We had no drinkable
well water either.”

Residents knew they had to act, and,
in their search for help, quickly found
an ally in the Delaware Housing
Coalition (DHC). As Delaware has no
formal advocate for resident-owned

manufactured housing communities,
DHC stepped in as ad hoc organizer
for the cooperative, helping to bring
together technical, legal and fnancial
resources for the group. With DHC’s
help, New Horizons fought the
eviction as a violation of residents’
fair housing rights and also oFered to
buy the land from the owner. While
neither of these ultimately worked,
New Horizons were able to win a
one-year, court-mandated extension
to their collective lease.

“Eventually we had to leave,”

says Rene. “Though we have been
separated for the last year, we have
continued to develop our cooperative
and to work on coming back together
as a stronger community than
before.” With DHC and other local
partners — agricultural extension
agents, members of the nearby
Presbyterian church, a local law frm
and the Diamond State Community
Land Trust — cooperative members
worked steadily toward buying

land for their new community in an
agricultural area where they would
be able to farm part of the land
together. In September 2007, the
group parlayed their savings — over
$100,000 - into a contract for the
property on which they will build
their new home.
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